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Town/City: | Town of Eastham 


Place: (neighborhood or village): 
Great Pond 


Address: 555 Great Pond Road 

Historic Name: Smart - Digney Cottage 

Uses: Present: single-family residence 
Original: single-family residence 

Date of Construction: ca. 1896 

Source: deeds 

Style/Form: Summer Cottage/gable block 

Architect/Builder: unknown 


Exterior Material: 
Foundation: brick 


Wall/Trim: wood shingle/wood 


Roof: asphalt shingle 


Outbuildings/Secondary Structures: 
Water tower 
shed 
Major Alterations (with dates): 
Wing moved from east end to west and raised to 
two stories, mid-20" c. 
Shed dormers added, mid-20" c. 


Condition: good 

Moved: no] yesL] Date: 

Acreage: 3.50 

Setting: The cottage is situated on a pond-side parcel 
tucked behind houses fronting on Great Pond Road. Its 


west yard is open to Great Pond; a wetland occupies the 
northeasterly part of the parcel. 
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[_] Recommended for listing in the National Register of Historic Places. 


ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION 

The Smart — Digney Cottage, built ca. 1896 with later additions, is a story-and-a-half wood frame dwelling with a gable roof and 
a two-story gable-roof wing addition. The main section has a south-facing four-bay front fagade tucked under a shed-roof porch. 
Doors in the outside bays and windows between are decorated with bracketed cornices. A shed dormer with four windows was 
added later in the 20" century. The rear fagade also contains four bays: a doorway with a shed-roof hood on east end and three 
windows, all with bracketed cornices. A shed dormer with four windows also was added to this side. A brick chimney is engaged 
to the east end of the cottage. According to family history, the two-story wing on the west end of the cottage originated as a one- 
story wing on the east end and was moved and a second floor added. The windows on three sides of the first story, as well as 
two upper-story windows in the gable end and a door on the exposed east end all are distinguished by bracketed cornices. 
Windows added in the upper story match those in the dormers. The west wing was moved onto a basement as indicated by a 
metal furnace flue on the exterior of the west end. When the wing was moved from the east end, it was replaced with a small 
one-story wing. 


A three-story water tower is sited northeast of the house. Constructed of wood frame, it has canted shingled sides and a flat 
octagonal roof with deep overhangs. The first story contains a door on the south side and windows on the sides and in the 
second story, all with bracketed cornices matching those on the house. The top story contains a water tank; the sides contain no 
openings.A small shed is located near the tower. 


The cottage is situated at the eastern side of the large pond-side parcel tucked behind houses fronting on Great Pond Road. Its 
west yard is open to Great Pond; a wetland occupies the northeasterly part of the parcel. 


HISTORICAL NARRATIVE 

In April 1896 Abbie F. Chipman Smart (1863-1940), the daughter of Barnabas Higgins Chipman (1828-74) and his wife Sarah 
Mayo Hatch (1835-1906) of Eastham, acquired three acres of land from the heirs of Eastham farmer Philip Smith that bordered 
Great Pond on the west, and it was on this land that she must have built the cottage the year before.’ This parcel was the first 
she acquired in Eastham, though she and her husband also later owned and occupied 3085 State Highway (EAS.35, the 
Overlook) and her parents’ home at 220 Locust Road (EAS.120). 


Born in Wellfleet, Abbie F. Chipman married English immigrant John Hopes Smart (1859-1937) in Eastham in 1886. He had 
come to the United States in January 1880 and was working at the French Cable Station by the time the census was compiled 
that year; he boarded with two other telegraph operators in the home of lighthouse keeper Nathan A. Gill Jr. By the time they 
married, John H. Smart was living in Brooklyn and working as a clerk for the Commercial Cable Company, founded in 1884. By 
1900 the census described Smart as a superintendent of the company. Between 1895 and 1909 the Smarts stayed at the Great 
Pond cottage now and then, and when they sometimes rented it for the season, they stayed in Eastham with Abbie Smart’s 
mother or elsewhere in town. In 1902 the house was valued at $250 and, with its two acres, was the only property the Smarts 
owned in Eastham. The 1905 Eastham map attaches John H. Smart’s name to the property. 


By 1910 the Smarts had moved to Eastham and apparently lived at 3085 State Highway, where directories and censuses place 
them through 1930. In 1914 Abbie Smart sold 555 Great Pond Road to Caroline von Groenewald Digney (1874-1946) of Boston, 
who acquired other land around Great Pond in 1917.2 Born in Boston in 1874, Caroline (sometimes Anna Caroline) Digney was 
the daughter of German immigrant tailor Ludwig Groenewald, who had come to the United States with his wife Anna Kirchner in 
1855. In 1903 she married Charles Augustus Digney (1875-1945), also born in Boston and the son of Irish immigrant laborer 
John Digney and his wife Catherine, from England. Digney graduated from Boston’s Suffolk University Law School and was 
admitted to the state bar in 1908. Within a few years he began his own law practice. During World War | Digney was among the 
“dollar-a-year men,” business and government employees who helped mobilize industry for the war effort for a salary of one 


1 Luther B. Smith, Bridgewater; Sarah P. Smith, Eastham, and Etta L. Smith, Providence RI, to Abbie F. Smart, Brooklyn NY, April 1896, BCD 
222:320; Mary Etta Fisher, guardian Nathan G. Smith, to Abbie F. Smart, Brooklyn NY, 8 April 1896, 225:292. 
? Abbie F. Smart, Eastham, to Caroline von G. Digney, 11 September 1914, BCD 335:119. 
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dollar a year. He also was involved from its creation, in the 1910s, in the Boston Citizens’ Municipal League, which became the 
Good Government Association of Boston. 


The Digneys and their daughters Anna K. and Margaret (listed as a niece in the 1910 census) summered in Eastham for three 
decades. After they died, in 1945 and 1956, the 555 Great Pond Road property passed to their daughter Anna (1908-85), who in 
1935 had married Arlington native Herbert Leon Forest in Fredericksburg, Virginia.? Forest had graduated from the 
Massachusetts Agricultural College (now University of Massachusetts Amherst) and worked as an economist for the federal 
governmert, first for the Agricultural Adjustment Administration and later in the Department of Agriculture. Herbert and Anna 
Forest and their daughter Ann, born in 1936, owned and occupied 555 Great Pond Road as a seasonal home for decades. In 
1986, four years after Anna Digney Forest died, her widowed husband began to transfer title in the property to daughter Ann 
Forest Carlsen, the wife of Roger L. Carlsen of Yonkers, New York, and to the Carlsen’s son Kemper and his wife Leah Crowell 
Carlsen. In 2008 Ann Carlsen placed the property in trust. In 2010 Ann Carlsen transferred the property to Ann Carlsen 
Irrevocable Trust, with son Kemper as trustee, and reserved to herself lifetime use and occupancy. That trust was the owner of 
record in 2020.4 
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3 See “Charles A. Digney,” Boston Globe, 23 July 1945, 14; “Digney Rites Tomorrow,” Boston Herald, 22 July 1945, 24; “Mrs. Anna C. Digney,” 
Boston Herald, 12 June 1946, 23. 
4 Anna Digney Forest, Alexandria VA, to Herbert L. and Anna Digney Forest, 7 September 1982, BCD 3560:67; Herbert L. Forest, Alexandria 
VA, to Anna F. Carlsen, Yonkers NY, 21 April 1986, BCD 5063:343; Herbert L. Forest, Alexandria VA, to Anna Forest Carlsen, Rogert L. 
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Forest Carlsen, Roger L. Carlsen, Leah F. Carlsen, and Kemper Carlsen, all Yonkers NY, 22 January 1993, BCD 8495:180; Leah F. and 
Kemper Carlsen, Yonkers NY, to Anna Forest Carlsen and Roger L. Carlsen, Yonkers NY, 15 March 1993, BCD 10983:241; Ann Carlsen, 
Yonkers NY, to Ann Carlsen, trustee Trust of Ann Carlsen, 30 May 2008, BCD 22970:114; Ann Carlsen, trustee Trust of Ann Carlsen, Leverett, 
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PHOTOGRAPHS 


(credit Larson Fisher Associates, 2019 unless otherwise noted) 


« 


View Of water tower and shed from south. 
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